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And now we welcome the new year, full of things 

that have never been. 

Ranier Maria Rilke 



 

2 

 

 
“The people who walk in darkness have seen a great light.”  (Isaiah 9:2) 

Happy New Year!  As the Christmas Season winds down, (it only lasts 12 days), it culminates 

with Epiphany, on January sixth (6th).  Epiphany, which means “manifestation,” is the 

celebration of the arrival of the wise men (Magi) in Bethlehem.  They were following a star 

brighter than any other, which was the overlapping of three celestial bodies, that appeared in the 

East.  It was a sign from the heavens that something extraordinary was going to happen.  

Traveling for months, the star went before them, and they followed it, until it came to rest over 

a little town, in Judea, called Bethlehem.  Emmanuel - “God with us” was born there in a stable, 

in the person of Jesus.  There also, the wise men paid homage to this new born king. 

Epiphany is also the Season of Light within the church.  It is a time to discover the “Light of the 

World,” Jesus, in our lives and in ourselves.  God’s light illumines our hearts and our 

circumstances of life, pulling us out of the shadows and the darkness.  God is with us and we 

are to carry that “Light” into the world.  “The people who walk in darkness have seen a great 

light.”  

This new year, 2022, is full of possibilities and hope for the future, in spite of COVID-19 and 

its variants.  God’s light still shines in our midst.  Hope and possibilities are in Trinity Lutheran, 

Havertown’s future as well.  During this time of transition let us manifest the “Light” of God in 

our hearts, our lives and in this community of faith. This “Light” will help illumine for us who 

we are and whose we are at this point in our journey.  May the Spirit direct us to the ways God 

wants Trinity, Havertown to share this light.  May this “Light” help us discern what we are 

called to do on behalf of God both individually, through the sharing of gifts, talents, and skills 

and as a community of faith, through mission and ministry.  May the community around us, 

know of the “Light” we carry within, as we discover who are our neighbors and make 

connections outside of ourselves.  Like the song says, “This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it 

shine! Everywhere I go, I’m gonna let it shine! Let it shine! Let it shine! Let it shine!”   Let your 

light shine Trinity!  Remember, God is good, all the time!  All the time, God is good! 

Peace, Joy, and Blessings, 

Pastor Gwen, Interim Pastor {AKA: Rev. Gwendolyn S. King} 

 

TRINITY IS OPEN FOR IN-PERSON WORSHIP  

 

9:00 AM - Adult Bible study will meet in the Fritsch Room. 

9:15 AM - Trinity will have Intergenerational Faith Formation at for children and adults 

in the Social Hall.   

10:30 AM - The worship service will follow the Faith Formation programs. 

Choir rehearsal immediately following Sunday service 

In-person worship will continue each Sunday at 10:30 AM until further notice. 
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Those who cannot join us in person can follow us on “Facebook Live.”  Please go to Trinity 

Lutheran Church Havertown on Facebook. 

 

Sunday, January 23rd  immediately following service and will be held in the Sanctuary. 

Snow date, if necessary, will be Sunday, January 30th.  Please plan on attending. 

 

At our January Congregational meeting following worship on Sunday, January 23, 2022, we will 

be discussing and voting on the 2022 Budget and a proposed amendment to Bylaw C11.01.02: 

 

Proposed Amendment to the Constitution 

 

A redundant sentence has been identified in one of the bylaws in the text of the revised 

constitution that was adopted at the Congregation Meeting last January.  The Congregation 

Council, in accordance with the provisions of C17.03. is hereby providing notice of a proposed 

amendment to remove the redundancy, to be voted on at the January 2022 Congregational 

meeting.  The council recommends approval of the amendment. 

 

Amend Bylaw C11.01.02 in the Constitution for Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church, as 

approved at the April 2020 and unanimously adopted at the January 2021 Congregational 

Meetings, changing the current text: 

 

C11.01.02. The Vice President shall, when present, preside at all meetings of this Congregation 

and of the Congregation Council in the absence of the President.  The Vice President 

shall succeed the President if the President is unable to serve.  The Vice President shall 

have such other powers and perform such duties as may from time to time be assigned 

to him/her by the Congregation Council or as may be prescribed in the Constitution or 

these Bylaws.  The Vice President shall succeed the President if the President is unable 

to serve. 

 

to read as follows: 

 

                and of the Congregation Council in the absence of the President.  The Vice President 

shall have such other powers and perform such duties as may from time to time be 

assigned to him/her by the Congregation Council or as may be prescribed in the 

Constitution or these Bylaws.  The Vice President shall succeed the President if the 

President is unable to serve. 

 

 

 YOUTH GROUP NEWS 

 

The Youth will be hosting Souper Bowl Sunday this February 13 to raise money for their 

“Boundless” trip to Minnesota this summer. If you’d like to contribute with your favorite soup, 

chili, tomato sauce, meatballs or other culinary delights there will be containers, lids and labels 
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available by the bulletin board for your use beginning on Sunday, January 16.  Details will be 

forthcoming in the upcoming bulletins and the February Herald.  Please contact Jenn Pruski, 

jennerpruski@gmail.com so she can start prepping for the big game.  

MUSIC MINISTRY –  ADULT CHOIR AND BELL CHOIR 

 
You are invited to join the Adult Choir, following the Sunday service or Bell Choir which meets 

every other Monday evening at 7 PM. 

 

Reflection of a New Year 

 

Colossians 3:8 "But now you must put them all away: anger, wrath, malice, slander, and obscene 

talk from your mouth." 

 

I only remember a few times when I was so angry that I cannot remember my actions, and I've 

never been one to have a steady burn of anger in my heart. But 2021. 2021 has been a steady list 

of frustration that I don't care to repeat, and it has regularly felt like I've been taking one step 

forward and two steps back. 

 

Anger by definition is an emotional state that may range in intensity from mild irritation to 

intense fury and rage. And in Colossians, Paul is outlining why anger is a problem. If we are 

angry, then we are falling into a trap of sin--unrighteous anger is anger often expressed with 

unkind words and misdirected hostility. But there is also righteous anger, and that anger is for an 

offense against God or His word. 

 

God asks us to ponder this: what is the outcome of our anger? Does it make the world a healthier 

place, or is it negatively affecting our hearts and those hearts of the people around us? While 

2022 is no guarantee of better things to come, we can make this simple consideration when we 

feel our blood start to boil. What is the result of my anger? And if the answer is nothing good, 

then pray that God grants you the peace to redirect your anger into faithful action. May we all 

take only steps forward (even if they are baby steps) in 2022.  ~~Kirsten 

              

  Trinity Lutheran Nursery School and Mother’s Morning Out News 

 
What a great time we had getting ready for Christmas!  Miss Naomi and Miss Aimee drew “The 

Little Town of Bethlehem” and it is our mural on the bottom floor. They also made silhouettes of 

the Holy Family.  On the side wall we have the Three Wise Men on their journey to 

Bethlehem. With careful instruction the children sponge painted the beautiful scene! 

 

Santa didn’t come for lunch this year but he visited our children outside in the playgrounds and 

danced, sang, and  collected lists from the children. We were all pleased that the Santas did such 

a great job. Many thanks to Santa Joe Henrich, Santa James Roe, and Santa John Tallarida for 

their cameo appearances to make our kids so happy. 

 

Our big surprise this morning was that the “Grinch” showed up at school. He wallowed around 

and received lots of cheers from all the children.  



 

5 

 

 

Thank the Lord for all the beautiful weather that allowed us to enjoy so much of Christmas 

outside! 

 

Check our Facebook posts at Trinity Lutheran Nursery School & Mothers' Morning Out for 

several photos of our children and teachers enjoying being at school and with each other.  The 

photos will make you smile!  Happy New Year!   ~ ~ Miss Marian     
    

PRAYING THROUGH MEMBERSHIP 

 

Bill Bast, The Bazik Family, Ardeth Berg, The Bistline Family, The Buonviri Family,  

and the Burke Family 

 
Please Pray for… Bill Bast, Jere Young, Dorothy Plantholt, Don and Nancy Cornman, Susan 

Haines, Carol Lyons, Dave Huntington, Louise Wallace, Glenn Miller, Margit Hibben,  

Debbie Maguire, Richard Campbell, Tom Shiffer. and Connie and Jere Young. 

MEALS FOR THE LIFE CENTER 
 

We NEED the following to make hot casseroles for the Life Center: 

Cream of Mushroom soup, Mayonnaise, Canned Tuna, Mixed Vegetables,  

and Shredded Cheese (you can put the cheese in the silver refrigerator in the Social Hall) 

Please help when you are out grocery shopping. 

 

Cooks for the December meal: Linda Weiser and Tom Shiffer.  Delivery and serving: Ann 

Shiffer and Fred Sanger II and Fred Sanger III from St Paul's and their cousin, Tina. 

 
We are now serving ice tea and/or lemonade from Swiss Farms rather than in powdered form, so 

any donations for drinks can be made in the gallon jug or perhaps a gift card from Swiss Farms 

or Wawa.  Thank you again for your continued support and generosity. 

 
 

WHO'S WHO IN OUR HOMELESS MINISTRY PROGRAM 

 

LIFE CENTER – This is the shelter at 63rd and Market, Upper Darby.  The Community 

Outreach Program has been serving meals at this shelter for 30 years since it was built.  Fifty 

groups, mostly places of worship, have a monthly date for serving clients who live 

there.  Formerly 50 clients lived at the Center, there are now 30.  Before Covid we also fed 

anyone from the community who showed up for a meal.  Hopefully we will be able to serve the 

surrounding community soon. 

 

CONNECT and CONNECT BY NIGHT - Connect helped homeless individuals find the 

resources they needed to get back on their feet.   

 



 

6 

 

CONNECT BY NIGHT - bused 50 individuals to a different place of worship each month at 9 

PM for a warm place to sleep.  Trinity hosted CBN during the month of February for a number 

of years, providing snacks, toiletries, warm outerwear, and a nice lunch for the next day.   

 

CONNECT HAS BEEN DISCONTINUED 
 

PROJECT SHARE - SHARE used to rent office space to Connect, but now they provide 

daytime-only mental health services for about 25 or more homeless persons.  There is no meal 

program, nor is there guaranteed nighttime arrangements for a place to sleep. 

 

PLEASE HELP TRINITY HELP OTHERS 
 

Trinity is continuing to provide a hot meal the first Tuesday of each month for the Life 

Center.  In addition, we are going to provide 30 substantial lunches for SHARE the next 

day.  If you can volunteer to help make lunches beginning in February, please contact Ann 

Shiffer at t.shiffer@comcast.net or Darlene in Trinity's office.  These lunches will be dropped off 

on the first Tuesday of the month (Trinity’s day to serve a hot meal at the Life Center) so that 

Ann can get them to SHARE to be distributed the next day (Wednesday).  If we can get 

volunteers to make a substantial lunch (no peanut butter and jelly) consisting of lunch meat and 

cheese; tuna, egg or chicken salad (a real treat for them but please serve on a roll.  If you use 

bread the sandwich will become soggy); a bottle of water or juice box; a piece of fruit (remember 

that many of these folks have dental issues and biting into a hard apple, for instance, may be 

impossible, let alone chew); a snack and something for the next morning like a cruller, donut, 

power bar (remember, soft consistency) or another piece of fruit.  I like to make a lunch for them 

that I would enjoy myself.   

 

Please think about this going forward in February and the following months.  We would 

like to make this a permanent part of our ministry. 

 

I placed a calendar-type list with drop-off dates out on the bulletin board by the elevator where 

you can volunteer and add how many lunches you will make. The lunches need to be dropped off 

the first Tuesday of the month.  Ann Shiffer will take them to SHARE.  Remember, we need 30 

lunches; if you can make 5 that would make it easier for more to volunteer and share the love of 

helping others.     ~~Ann Shiffer   (t.shiffer@comcast.net) 

 

 

 
 

mailto:t.shiffer@comcast.net
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Monday, January 17th – Martin Luther King Day of Service 

The church office will be closed. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Tuesday, January 18th   – 7 PM – Church Council via Zoom 

All are welcome to attend! 

Let the office or Jim Hasselman know and you will receive a Zoom invite and link to join 

the meeting. 
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Sunday, January 23 – Congregational Meeting will commence immediately following 

service in the Sanctuary. 

Snow date, if necessary, January 30th .                                         


