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“Queer things happen in the garden in May. Little forgotten 

faces appear, and plants thought to be dead suddenly wave a 

green hand to confound you.” – William Earl Johns 
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“I have come that you may have life and have it more abundantly” John 10:10 

Alleluia!  Christ is risen!  He is risen indeed!  Alleluia!  What a joyous worship experience we had on 

Easter Sunday, for the celebration of The Resurrection of our Lord.  The sanctuary was full of 

parishioners and many others joined us via Facebook Live.  Both choirs (bell and vocal) offered anthems 

of praise, while the sounds of trumpet and organ filled the sanctuary.  White lilies, symbol of the Easter 

season, adorned the chancel, surrounded the baptismal font and accented the wooden cross that stood 

before us. Our youth even led us in song with motions of praise.  Meeting for the first time in three years 

in the sanctuary (due to COVID-19 and its variants) was a joy to behold.  Visible smiles, (face coverings 

are now optional) were everywhere.  What a glorious day!  The Easter season within the church has 

begun.  It will last seven weeks (50 days, not including Sundays).  After the 50 days we will celebrate 

Pentecost (June 5th), the Day of the Spirit, the third great festival of the Church.  Alleluia!  Christ is 

risen! He is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 

Spring has also sprung.  New life is budding and blooming all around us.  It is a glory to behold.  Pink 

hyacinths (blooming inside), yellow forsythia bushes, pink and white cherry and magnolia trees, red and 

yellow tulips, purple and red daffodils, along with chirping birds and rambunctious squirrels, tell us in 

their own way that God is alive and well and living in the world.  They tell us that new life is possible 

and all around us. 

This is true for Trinity Lutheran, Havertown as well.  New Life is possible and renewal is in the air.  

Trinity will never be as it has been or was.  The pandemic has seen to that, both with its negative and 

positive effects on our lives.  Trinity’s heritage/history and past pastoral leadership will have some 

influence, but is only part of what makes Trinity who it is and will be.   

“I am doing a new thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive it?” (Isaiah 43:19)  God is doing a 

new thing.  We are the ones who must perceive it.  We are to be open to it.  That means releasing our 

fears and anxieties and letting God lead Trinity Lutheran into its future.  I call upon the congregation for 

prayer, especially for the Transition Team and the leadership of the Church Council.  We will meet for 

the Annual Congregational Meeting (May 15th) following worship, where we will hear reports and elect 

Church Council members.  I hope you will join us for this important event.  Prayer is essential in this 

transition process.  I ask you to believe that God is in charge and has a plan for Trinity.  New life is 

possible.  If you find yourself getting anxious, Breathe!  This will allow the Holy Spirit to enter in and 

calm your fears and anxieties.  Let go and let God!  Remember, God is good, all the time! All the time, 

God is good!  Alleluia!  Christ is risen!  He is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 

Blessings and Joy, 

Pastor Gwen, Interim Pastor (AKA: Rev. Gwendolyn S. King) 
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Mask Update 
Dear Siblings in Christ, 

Following the current CDC guidelines and policies and in keeping with the current  COVID 

transmission level in Delaware County (as of March 20th it was low) Masking/Face Coverings will 

now be optional. This will be for all Worship Events and experiences beginning April 1, 2022, in 

the Chapel area and in the Sanctuary. This is subject to change should the levels of transmission 

rates increase in the future 

 

TRINITY IS OPEN FOR IN-PERSON WORSHIP  

 

9:00 AM - Adult Bible study will meet in the Fritsch Room. 

9:15 AM - Trinity will have Intergenerational Faith Formation in the Social Hall.   

10:30 AM - The worship service will follow the Faith Formation programs. 

Those who cannot join us in person can follow us on “Facebook Live.”  Please go to Trinity 

Lutheran Church Havertown on Facebook and the link is 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/trinitylutheranchurchhavertown  

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

 
 

William O. Bast 

December 12, 1920 – April 22, 2022 

 

In the sure and certain hope of the resurrection we announce that William O. Bast has now claimed the 

promise of his Baptism and is now safely at home with his Lord and his beloved wife, Mildred.  Bill 

went home to Glory on Friday, April 22, surrounded by his loving family.  Bill was full of hope, 

confident in the grace of God and trusting in Him for his future.  Bill celebrated his 101st birthday last 

December.   

 

A Celebration of Bill’s Life will be held on Friday, June 3, 2022 at 11:00 AM at 

 White Horse Village 

535 Gradyville Road, Newtown Square PA 19073  

 

Donations may be made in his honor to Trinity Lutheran Church  

1141 W. Chester Pike, Havertown, PA 19083 

 or to the White Horse Village Endowment Fund 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/trinitylutheranchurchhavertown


4 

 

Financial Update 

 
Our 2022 approved budget for the church expects an average income of $9,950 a month from 

contributions, outreach, grocery dollars, etc. (Excludes Nursery School).  This increase over the 

last news article represents 2 items I overlooked in the total.   While we have bigger income 

months due to Easter, Christmas, and the rent from Chesapeake Crab Company in the summer it 

would be wonderful if we could meet or exceed the budget each and every month!! 

 

January our income was $6,281 versus the budget amount of $9,950. 

February our income was $7,116. 

March our income was $6,608. 

 

YTD our income was $20,005 versus the needed budget amount of $29,850 

Shortfall in 3 months of $9,845 
 

There are many ways to give to the church besides financially.  There are many 

volunteer opportunities, just PLEASE call the church office, 610-446-6398.  So much to do and 

so few volunteers, overwhelming the staff. We love you and we need you.  

 

Thank you so much for all who gave in March, financially and for volunteer activities.  It was 

most appreciated.   ~~Barbara Ryan 

 
TRINITY’S TRANSITION TEAM 

 

Contact your Transition Team with any questions or comments: 

 

Peggy DiSciascio – peggy@bytemonkey.net or 610-446-2695 

Brigitte Gdovin – brigittegdovin@gmail.com or 610-202-1541 

Sarah Harvey – sarahpusey@msn.com or 610-513-5847 

Linda Weiser – lndwsr@aol.com or 484-995-3520 

Pastor Gwen King – pastor@trinityhavertown.org or 610-446-6398 

 

YOUTH GROUP NEWS 
 

Lots of Trinity Youth news this month!  Not only did the youth make 30 substantial lunches for 

SHARE on April 3 but they filled hundreds of colorful Easter eggs for the Easter Egg Hunt. 

 

Trinity held its annual Easter Egg hunt for the community on April 9th with the help of the 

youth.  The Easter Bunny was even able to hop by which brighten the little faces.  After an 

engaging hunt, many folks wandered down to the fellowship hall for the Easter Pancake 

breakfast put on by the Youth.  We had a great turn out and thank you to everyone that helped 

out and came.  It truly is a blessing to see everyone again and supporting our youth.   A tithe 

(10%) of the funds raised went to support the Homeless Ministry and we hope to keep 

contributing to Trinity’s mission. 

 

The youth group will be meeting on Sunday, May 1st at 6:30.  

mailto:peggy@bytemonkey.net
mailto:brigittegdovin@2gmail.com
mailto:sarahpusey@msn.com
mailto:lndwsr@aol.com
mailto:pastor@trinityhavertown.org
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Upcoming announcements: 

Calling High School Seniors and College students. 

Did you know Trinity offers a small scholarship towards your studies? Stay tuned for details on 

how to apply. 

  

Need something fun to do with your youth this summer?  Send them to Church Camp! 

Bear Creek Camp is a ministry of the Southeastern and Northeastern Pennsylvania Synods of the 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA). Located on nearly 3,000 acres in the beauty 

of the Pocono Mountains, Bear Creek Camp offers year-round opportunities, including summer 

residential youth camp, nature day camp, environmental education programs, weekend camp 

retreats and outside group rentals.  https://bearcreekcamp.org/              ~~Jenn Pruski 

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

Trinity’s Women’s Bible Study group meets via ZOOM on Friday mornings at 10 AM.  

Following our opening time of catching up with each other from the previous week, we begin 

with prayer.  It is a wonderful time to share our concerns, sorrows and joys and then bring them 

to the Lord.  After that time of fellowship and prayer we begin our study.  We would love to 

have you join us – just contact Peggy DiSciascio (peggy@bytemonkey.net) or Darlene Leech 

(office@trinityhavertown.org) for a ZOOM invite to participate.  You will also find the ZOOM 

link in Darlene’s weekly letter. 

MUSIC MINISTRY –  ADULT CHOIR AND BELL CHOIR 

 
You are invited to join the Adult Choir, following the Sunday service, or Bell Choir which meets 

every other Monday evening at 7 PM. 

 

"I like frogs," Rah'mir* continued, "As long as my Big Brother likes frogs, we'll get along just 

fine." 

 

I was speaking to a newly matched Little Brother in our mentoring program. Eight-year old 

Rah'mir was asked about what he hoped for in a mentor. I admittedly giggled at his immediate 

and precise answer. I've heard so many things like I hope he's nice, that he likes kids, that he 

likes me--so for the answer to be so exact caught me off-guard. His mom said, "He likes frogs--

they are his fundamental truth." FROGS? 

 

To be clear, a fundamental truth is a moral compass--a foundation for a chain of reasoning. In 

religion, they are non-negotiables of the faith. When I was in college, we had classes called 

Music Fundamentals. Those classes dealt with the building blocks of writing songs--what had to 

be true for what we understand about Western culture. 

 

So HOW are frogs, fundamental truths? When I pushed mom a bit jokingly she said very 

seriously--"Frogs are brilliant. They have heightened senses of smell and sight. They absorb 

water through their skin. They live everywhere around the world. They adapt to their 

environment by being able to change color. They were also the first land creature to have vocal 

chords. If Rah'mir can learn to be that flexible and that aware of his environment, then yeah." 

https://bearcreekcamp.org/
mailto:peggy@bytemonkey.net
mailto:office@trinityhavertown.org
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I share this story because we all have things that we believe, and as Christians there are the same 

truths. An article from Nazarene University shared the following as a way of coping during the 

pandemic, so I leave you with these for your own meditation (unless frogs are your thing, too!): 

 

We are never alone. So do not fear, for I am with you; do not be dismayed, for I am your God.  

God's character remains constant. Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever. 

God's grace is sufficient.  

We are commanded to love.  

God is making all things new. 

*name changed for privacy 

~~Kirsten 

             

 Trinity Lutheran Nursery School and Mother’s Morning Out News 
 

We were so thankful for the beautiful weather during our Easter break.  We all enjoyed the sun 

and warm temperatures!  But before and after our break we had the last reminders of winter 

weather.  We left with umbrellas and returned in winter coats!   

  

Each class had classroom Easter Egg Hunts inside the building.  Eggs were hidden 

EVERYWHERE!  The eggs were filled with chocolate, rings, little cars and stickers. We will be 

finding eggs well into summer! Parties were filled with lots of goodies.  We painted , stamped,  

colored and drew lots of Easter Bunnies to take home to our families.  Our Easter celebration 

was fun! 

 

Much thanks to Jim Hasselman for the wonderful job he did outside. We now have a new 

fence to keep our children safe. Thank you Jim!   ~ ~ Miss Marian  

 

 
Trinity has a prayer ministry comprised of 30+ members.  We pray for concerns and joys not 

only for our Trinity family but for relatives and friends of our Trinity family.  We also pray for 

those whom we do not know but whose story has touched our hearts.  If you would like to be a 

part of this important and powerful ministry contact Peggy DiSciascio (peggy@bytemonkey.net) 

or Darlene Leech (office@trinityhavertown.org). 

 

 

PRAYING THROUGH MEMBERSHIP 

 

The Johnson Family, The Dale Joseph and Emily Moser Family, Pastor Gwendolyn King, 

 Joan Kirkpatrick, The Koch Family, Charlie Kuhleissen, Connie and Robert Langzettel,  

Darlene Leech, Raymond and Marilyn Lindelow, Kurt Lindelow, Scott Lindelow,  

Marie, Bruce and Linda Lord, and Carolyn Lyons.  

 

mailto:peggy@bytemonkey.net
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Please Pray for… Dorothy Plantholt, Don and Nancy Cornman, Susan Haines, Carol Lyons, 

Dave Huntington, Louise Wallace, Glenn Miller, Margit Hibben, Debbie Maguire,  

Richard Campbell, Tom Shiffer,  Connie Young and the family of Bill Bast. 

 

TRINITY’S PRAYER CHAIN MINISTRY 

More than thirty people participate in Trinity’s Prayer Chain Ministry.  We love to hear good 

news that new can thank God for but we also pray for concerns and sorrows of our Trinity family 

and their friends and relatives.  To be a part of this important ministry or submit a prayer request, 

please contact Peggy DiSciascio (peggy@bytemonkey.net) or Darlene Leech 

(office@trinityhavertown.org).   

 

MEALS FOR THE LIFE CENTER 
 

We NEED the following to make hot casseroles for the Life Center: 

Cream of Mushroom soup, Mayonnaise, Canned Tuna, Mixed Vegetables,  

and Shredded Cheese (you can put the cheese in the silver refrigerator in the Social Hall) 

Please help when you are out grocery shopping. 

 

Cooks for the April meal: Linda and Karah Weiser. Along with their supervisor, Caleb.   

Tom Shiffer was the chief veggie chopper.  Delivery: Ann Shiffer, and Ann delivered the 30 

lunches made by the Trinity Youth Group to SHARE. 

 
We are now serving ice tea and/or lemonade from Swiss Farms rather than in powdered form, so 

any donations for drinks can be made in the gallon jug or perhaps a gift card from Swiss Farms 

or Wawa.  Thank you again for your continued support and generosity. 

 

PLEASE HELP TRINITY HELP OTHERS 
 

Trinity is continuing to provide a hot meal the first Tuesday of each month for the Life Center.  

 

 In addition, we are going to provide 30 substantial lunches for PROJECT SHARE to be 

dropped off at Trinity on the first Sunday of the month.  PROJECT SHARE provides daytime 

mental health services for about 25-30 homeless persons.  There is no meal program.  The 

lunches we and other groups provide are their only sources of a balanced cold meal.  If you can 

volunteer to make lunches, please contact Ann Shiffer at t.shiffer@comcast.net or Darlene in 

Trinity's office.   

 

These lunches will be dropped off at Trinity on the first Sunday of the month. Please label 

them (SHARE) and place them in the refrigerator downstairs in the Social Hall.  
 

  There is a list with drop-off dates out on the bulletin board by the elevator where you can 

volunteer and add how many lunches you will make.  

 

The lunches need to be dropped off the FIRST SUNDAY of the month. 
 

mailto:peggy@bytemonkey.net
mailto:office@trinityhavertown.org
mailto:t.shiffer@comcast.net
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 Ann Shiffer or a volunteer will take them to SHARE.  Remember, we need 30 lunches; if you 

can make 5 that would make it easier for more to volunteer and share the love of helping others.     

~~Ann Shiffer   (t.shiffer@comcast.net, or 484-995-1751) 

 

Helen and Dave Koch will make lunches in May. 

Dolores Pindjack and Danielle Causland will make lunches in June. 

 

We will continue making lunches throughout the rest of the year.  There is a sign-up sheet on the 

bulletin board by the elevator.  Remember, you do not have to make all 30 lunches yourself.  Ask 

a friend or a member of our Trinity family to help.  Folks love to help!!! 

 

FREE MONEY FOR TRINITY 

SCRIP = gift cards for food stores and easy way to donate to Trinity.  Acme, Giant (use them 

for gas as well as groceries), Colonial Village in Manoa Shopping Center, each will give the 

church 5% of the amount you purchase.  Although the stores make these donations, you can still 

make purchases equal to the face value of the gift cards you purchase.  Buy them on Sunday 

mornings from Peggy DiSciascio or call her during the week (610-446-2695) to make 

arrangement for purchasing during the week. 

 
 

Sunday, May 15 – Annual Spring Congregational Meeting 

following the worship service 

 

Tuesday, May 17, 2022, 7:00 PM 

Church Council via ZOOM 

All are welcome! 

Let Jim Hasselman (president@trinityhavertown.org) or Darlene Leech 

(office@trinityhavertown.org) know you would like to attend and you will be sent the 

ZOOM link  

to join the meeting. 

 

The Annual Spring Congregational Meeting  
 

The Spring Annual Congregational Meeting is approaching  

on May 15th, 2022.  Annual Reports from all Committees, Teams, Ministries, Council Officers 

and Staff are due by Sunday, May 1st.   

Please send your reports to Darlene at office@trinityhavertown.org 
 

 

mailto:t.shiffer@comcast.net
mailto:president@trinityhavertown.org
mailto:office@trinityhavertown.org
mailto:office@trinityhavertown.org

